
References  

Mercier and Sperber’s Primary Article on the Argumentative Theory of Reasoning 

Mercier, H. and Sperber, D. (2011). Why do humans reason? Arguments for an argumentative theory. 

Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 34(2): 57-72. 

Mercier and Sperber’s Book on the Interactionist Approach 

Mercier, H. and Sperber, D. (2018; Paperback). The enigma of reason: A new theory of human 

understanding. Harvard University Press.  

 

Articles on the Justification Hypothesis published by Henriques  
 
*Henriques, G. (2003). The tree of knowledge system and the theoretical unification of psychology. 

Review of General Psychology, 7, 150-182. doi: 10.1037/1089-2680.7.2.150 
 
Henriques, G. (2004). Psychology defined. Journal of Clinical Psychology, 60, 1207-1221. doi: 

10.1002/jclp.20061 
 
Henriques, G. (2005). Toward a useful mass movement. Journal of Clinical Psychology, 61, 121-139. 
 
Henriques, G. (2008). The problem of psychology and the integration of human knowledge: Contrasting 

Wilson’s Consilience with the Tree of Knowledge System. Theory and Psychology, 18, 731-755. 
doi: 10.1177/0959354308097255 

 
*Henriques, G. (2011). The Justification Hypothesis. Chapter 5, In A New Unified Theory of Psychology. 

https://unifiedtheoryofpsychology.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/the-justification-
hypothesis.pdf (this was published the same year, but was given to Dr. Mercier, so I list here) 

 
*These are the two attachments I sent to Dr. Hugo Mercier in 2013.  

Professional journal publications that discuss the  
Justification Hypothesis by other authors prior to 2011 

 
Anchin, J. C. (2008). The critical role of the dialectic in viable meta-theory: A commentary on Henriques’ 

Tree of Knowledge System for integrating human knowledge. Theory and Psychology, 18, 801-
816. 

 
Calhoun, L. G. (2004). The unification of psychology: A noble quest. Journal of Clinical Psychology, 60, 

1283-1289. 
 
Katzko, M. W. (2008). Pruning the Tree of Knowledge. Theory and Psychology, 18, 817-828. 
 
Quackenbush, S. W. (2005). Remythologizing culture: Narrativity, justification and the politics of 

personalization. Journal of Clinical Psychology, 61, 67-80. doi: 10.1002/jclp.20091 
 

https://unifiedtheoryofpsychology.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/the-justification-hypothesis.pdf
https://unifiedtheoryofpsychology.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/the-justification-hypothesis.pdf


Quackenbush, S.W. (2008). Theoretical unification as a practical project: Kant and the Tree of Knowledge 
System. Theory & Psychology, 18, 757-777. doi: 10.1177/0959354308097256 

 
Shaffer, L.S. (2005). From mirror self-recognition to the looking-glass self:  Exploring the Justification 

Jypothesis.  Journal of Clinical Psychology, 61(1), 47-65.  
 
Shaffer, L. S. (2006). Durkheim's aphorism, the Justification Hypothesis, and the nature of social facts. 

Sociological Viewpoints, 22, 57-70. 
 
Shaffer, L.S. (2008). Religion as a large-scale justification system: does the Justification Hypothesis 

explain animistic attribution? Theory & Psychology, 18, 779-799. doi: 
10.1177/0959354308097257 

 
Shealy, C. N. (2005). Justifying the Justification Hypothesis: Scientific-Humanism, Equilintegration (EI) 

Theory, and the Beliefs, Events, and Values Inventory (BEVI). Journal of Clinical Psychology, 61, 
81-106. doi: 0.1002/jclp.20092 

 
Stanovich, K. (2004). Metarepresentation and the great cognitive divide: A commentary on Henriques’ 

“Psychology Defined”. Journal of Clinical Psychology, 60, 1263-1266.  
 
Vazire, S. & Robins, R. (2004). Beyond the Justification Hypothesis: A broader theory of the evolution of 

self-consciousness. Journal of Clinical Psychology, 60, 1271-1273. 


