
The Periodic Table 
of Behavior
An emergent, naturalistic, universal behavioral
view of reality and scientific ontology and
epistemology.



The Periodic Table of Behavior is Grounded in the 
Tree of Knowledge System  



Standard maps of science, such as shown here, fail to appreciate the relationship 
between parts and wholes, and different kinds of behavioral complexity. They also 

fail to solve the problems of: (a) mind versus behavior; (b) objectivity versus 
subjectivity; and (c) objects versus organisms versus animals versus persons. This 
failure is evidenced by the profound “problem of psychology” (Henriques, 2008). 

The ToK System leads to a new, Periodic Table of Behavior that resolves the issues. 



Levels of Analysis and
Dimensions of Behavioral 

Complexity

It succeeds where other maps of science fail 
because, unlike other systems, the ToK System 
differentiates levels of analysis from dimensions 
of behavioral complexity.

The level of analysis refers to whether one is 
looking at a part, a whole, a group or the entire 
system. The dimensions of behavioral 
complexity refer to different complex adaptive 
planes of behavior. Following Matter, Life, Mind 
and Culture emerge as a function of different 
information processing and communication 
systems. 

LEVELS

Other Models View Complexity as a Single Dimension

A LEVELS x DIMENSION view is 
needed

Because there are four different 
dimensions of existence



The LEVELS X DIMENSIONS in the ToK view 
gives rise to a new taxonomy of behavioral 
kinds that maps both ontic reality and 
scientific ontology and epistemology called 
the Periodic Table of Behavior which 
organizes scientific inquiry.

It is an objectivist or exterior, third person worldview that is compatible with an interior, first 

person view of the lifeworld.



Physical Sciences
Big Bang

Visible Universe

Quantum



Standard Model of Particle Physics



Periodic Table of the Elements



Chemistry 
(Science of Molecular Behavior)



Biological Sciences

Physiology and Anatomy

Evolution

Microbiology

Ecology



Science of Genetics



Cytology

Prokaryotes         Eukaryotes

Virology



Botany



Mind, Brain, Animal Behavior Sciences

Neuroscience

Behavioral Ecology



Neuroscience



Zoology (Animals as Organisms) and 
Ethology and Comparative Psychology 

(Patterns of Animal Behavior in Nature)



The Cognitive Behavioral Neurosciences
(Experimental Analysis of Animal-Mental Behavior)

Associative Conditioning

Operant Conditioning

Decision 
Making 
and Higher  
Cognitive 
Processes

Neural 
Networks, 
learning and 
information 
processing



Sociobiology and 
Group Behavioral Ecology



Human Social Sciences



Human Cognitive Science
Architecture of Human Mind



Human Psychology
(Development, Personality, Social)



Social Sciences
(Socio-Cultural Group Economic Behavior)

Sociology

EconomicsAnthropology



Energy Singularity

A First Person 
Phenomenological View  

A Functional Behavioral 
Phenomenological View

A Third Person Scientific View

The ToK moves across Wilber’s 
epistemological quadrants

First Person Third Person

The Path of Emergence


